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To publish in a Scholarly 
Journal  

•  Is a Challenge: 
– Risk 
– Trust 
– Cooperation 
– Problem Solving 

(Dyson & Sutherland, in press) 

 
•  Can you do it – “Yes you can!!!” 



To publish in a Scholarly  
Journal  

•  You need to take the time to figure it out 
– That doesn’t mean procrastinate,… 

•  My goal today is to give you a “wee short 
cut”… 

but in the end it’s all about you… 
 



	
	

	


Think – 2 minutes  
Peer chat – 2/3 

minutes 
Share – with all of us… 
	




Think 
 

• Where do you want to publish your 
research?  
	




  
 

Think  
Peer- groups of 2/3  
Share 
 



To publish in a Scholarly Journal  

•  Planning Before Writing 
•  Determine the Scope of Your Manuscript 
•  Connect Your Research to the Field 
•  Consider Whether to Co-Author Your  
Manuscript 
•  Follow the submission guidelines 

(Klingner, Scanlon, & Pressley, 2005) 

 
 



Writing the Manuscript 

•  Tell Them What You Set Out to Do 
– Clear purpose statement of research question 

•  Tell them what you did in your research 
– Design and Methods 
– Clear alignment is crucial  

•  Tell Them What You Found 
•  Don’t forget about Style 

– Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (APA, 6th Ed.). 



Writing the Manuscript 
•  Discuss What You Found 

– discuss the importance of what you have done and 
relate your new findings to literature 

 
– A caution on “going broad,” however, is to avoid 

going too far drawing implications from findings not 
sufficiently supported by evidence/data or claiming 
that the findings are relevant to issues beyond those 
that the study was designed to inform 

 
– Avoid undue speculation and keep the discussion 

consistent and concise 



Read the submission guidelines carefully: 

Educational Researcher 
•  Does not publish single studies but often receives 

single-study manuscript submissions, which it 
rejects without sending out for external review 
because such manuscripts do not fit the scope of 
the journal.  

 
•  Determine that your manuscript is a good fit for 

that journal. 
•  Before sending follow the submission guidelines 



Some ideas 
from the library: 

 
•  Search tools and resources may or may 

not be helpful, 
 But  

 
•  Your own judgment, and that of your 

peers, is crucial 
 

(Wilkinson, Bingham, Moselen, Bradley, 2010) 
 
 

 



Your Critical Evaluation 
Pertinent criteria:   

 Holbrook et al., (2007) suggest asking how 
closely your research matches a journal’s 
profile: 

•  Audience  
•  Scope and guidelines  
•  Quality of Editorial Board and peer-review 

process  



Your Critical Evaluation 
Pertinent criteria:   

 
•  Ability to deliver visibility (electronic 

format, publisher profile, indexing and 
abstracting)  

•  Citation statistics or other ratings, if 
available  

•  Review times and acceptance rates  



Get connected:   
 

•  Consult colleagues and peers  
•  Refer to references, bibliographies, review 

articles  
•  Use Library databases and Google 

Scholar to search for key authors in the 
field. Which journals do they publish in?  



Factors that indicate a journal is  
well regarded: 

•  Wide circulation, which means that more people 
read it. 

•  A low acceptance rate, which indicates that the 
journal receives numerous submissions and can 
select only the best articles to publish. 

•  Well-known editor(s) and editorial board members. 
•  A long citation half-life (i.e., the journal is cited 

often, over time, according to, e.g., the Thomson 
Social Sciences Citation Index,  2004). 



Factors that indicate a journal is well 
regarded: 

•  A high journal impact factor (i.e., the “average 
article” in the journal is cited frequently in a given 
period; (Thomson Institute for Scientific Information). 

 
•  High visibility (i.e., the journal is indexed in multiple 

computerized databases, which allows articles in the 
journal to turn up on searches). 



Strategies to publish in a Scholarly 
Journal  

•  Asking the opinion of trusted colleagues 

•  Get Help 
– Editors and reviewers notice flaws. Ask 

colleagues to review your writing before you 
submit it 

•  Create a good first impression 

 



 The Review Process 

•  The review process varies somewhat 
depending on the journal and on whether the 
submission and review process is handled 
manually or on-line. 

 



 The Review Process 
•   An editorial assistant acknowledges receipt of the 

manuscript  
•  Assigns it a number, and assigns it to one of the 

editors  
•  The editor conducts a preliminary editorial review 

and decides whether the manuscript is appropriate 
to send out for review.  

•  Some manuscripts are rejected at this early stage 
in the process because they fall outside the 
purview of the journal or they are not considered to 
be of sufficient quality to send out for review. 
 



 The Review Process 

•  Can often be ten weeks before a decision is sent 
 
•  My journal is trying to operate on a 30-day cycle. 

–  30 days for review, then 30 days for decision 
–  Difficult at times but the goal is a less than 8 week turn 

around 

 



 The Editor’s Decision 

•  Accept 
•  Minor Revisions 
•  Major Revisions 
•  Reject and Resubmit 
•  Reject 

	



 JTPE submission guidelines 

 
• http://journals.humankinetics.com/jtpe 
 
• Author-> Submission Guidelines for JTPE 
 
• http://journals.humankinetics.com/submission-guidelines-for-
jtpe 
• Ethical guidelines 
 
	



 Common reason for rejection  
JTPE guidelines: 
Contribution to the Body of Knowledge/
Professional Practice”  
The reviewers questions: 
•  Does the author address a significant issue that is 

relevant to the scope of the journal? 
•  Is the most current and relevant literature included 

in the review? 
•  Are the arguments based on solid theoretical 

frameworks, philosophical foundations, and/or 
empirical evidence? 

 

 



 Common reason for rejection  
JTPE guidelines: 
“Contribution to the Body of Knowledge/
Professional Practice” 
 
The reviews questions: 
•  To what extent does the manuscript advance our 

understanding of the issue in question? 
•  Is the quality of the content sufficient to warrant 

publication? 
 

 



 Common reason for rejection  

•  No new insights  
•  Describing the findings again in the discussion and 

not connecting to the current and relevant literature 
•  Data analysis protocols are not carefully described 

to show that the themes or findings been derived in 
a logical manner. 

 

 



To publish in a Scholarly Journal  

NB. 
•  You must send out your manuscript to only 

one journal at a time.  
•  It is a serious ethical violation to submit 

simultaneously to more than one journal. If 
an author is caught doing this, all of the 
receiving journals may summarily reject the 
manuscript.  

•  Ethical guidelines on JTPE website 



To publish in a Scholarly 
Journal  

•  There is support 
– Your supervisors/ advisors, from new colleagues, 

from old colleagues, from your HOS… 
•  There is guidance 

– University of Auckland has resources, our library 
is valuable, Faculty of Ed supplies a proof reader 
for you, other universities?  

– Most libraries are very helpful… 



To publish in a Scholarly 
Journal  

•  You need to find time to write 
– Your life style, your habits, your history… 

•  But also be honest. That is, critical 
reflection: on your teaching, on your 
service, your volunteering, your person life 
and family, etc… 

 



Writing for a 
ScholarlyJournal 

 

My challenge is to choose a peer reviewed 
journal over the next year, learn more 
about it, and submit an article by the 
end of the year… 



 
Strategies to publish: 

 
 
 
 

•  Find a friend or mentor or both 
•  Start small 
•  Choose your journal carefully 
•  Think “playfully” – try to enjoy the work… 
•  Find company 

•  Be prepared to make mistakes – we all get rejected… 

  



 
 
 
 



•  Cooperative Imagei 



  
 

Questions?	

	

Issues!!!	

	

Concerns!!!	

 
 


